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We plan, teach and assess the EYFS Development Matters statements throughout Daycare, 
Pre-School, Nursery and Reception with the aim that children will develop a secure base of 
knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. We are committed 
to ensuring the confident development of number sense and put a strong emphasis on the 
mastery of early key concepts. 
 

Nursery 

The EYFS development matters statements for mathematics are taught through a topic 
based approach. Taught sessions introduce skills and then pupils get the opportunity to 
explore them through play-based activities. Nursery plan focused activities to teach and 
assess the key concepts from the curriculum.  
 

Mathematics is also integrated into the daily routines in EYFS. In Nursery this includes: 
 

 Days of the week 

 General counting e.g. number of pupils in nursery, how many …. there are? 

 Counting songs and rhymes 

 Use of ordinal numbers e.g. Sam wash your hands first 

 Incorporating maths into areas of continuous provision 

 Noticing maths in the environment e.g. finding shapes and patterns 

 Constant use of positional language 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reception 

In Reception, we are committed to ensuring the confident development of number sense 
and put a strong emphasis on the mastery of early key concepts including the formation 
of the digits 0-9. There is a daily mathematics input and then a carousel of activities 
including a teacher-led focused activity and an activity reinforcing previous learning.  
 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Rote counting 
Counting objects 
Subitise 
Number recognition 
Number writing 
Ordering numbers 
Patterns 
2D and 3D shapes 
Positional language 

Comparing numbers 
Exploring the composition 
of numbers  
One more and one less 
Addition and subtraction 
 
 

Recalling numbers bonds 
Odd and even 
Doubles and halving 
Manipulation of shapes 
Compose and decompose 
shapes 
Length, weight and capacity 

Mathematics is also integrated into the daily routines in EYFS. In Reception this includes: 
 

 Days of the week and months of the year 

 Sequencing of events and use of language of time 

 General counting e.g. how many pupils in school today, how many bananas left 
from snack 

 Counting songs and rhymes 

 Use of ordinal numbers e.g. Sam line up first, Lilly line up second 

 Incorporating maths into areas of continuous provision both inside and out 

 Number formation 

 Noticing maths in the environment e.g. finding shapes and patterns 

 Constant use of positional language 

 Games such as track counting games 
 
We also try to give pupils opportunity to explore through play, areas of mathematics that 
are not explicitly taught in Reception including money and statistics.  

 


